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Madame told the King of the adventure her
curiosity had led her into, at which he laughed,
and said he wished the police had arrested
her. He added a very sensible remark. *f In
order to judge," said he, "of the truth or false-
hood of such predictions, one ought to collect
fifty of them. It would be found that they are
almost always made up of the same phrases,
which are sometimes inapplicable, and sometimes
hit the mark. But the first are rarely men-
tioned, while the others are always insisted on."
I have heard, and, indeed, it is certainly true,
that M. de Bridge lived on terms of intimacy with
Madame, when she was Madame d'Etioles, He
used to ride on horseback with her, and, as he
is so handsome a man that he has retained the
name, of the handsome man, it was natural enough
that he should be thought the lover of a veryrdinary   weight*
